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Goal is to slow the spread and reduce its effect on the population
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Access to healthcare….
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US 65% of race not specified
AZ 29% of race not specified
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Available to masses
Improve resources

Community testing
Increase community partnerships

Limit your exposure in the community 
Advocate for policy initiatives that address issues that concern our community 
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On Behalf of Mayo Clinic, I want to once again welcome you to this 
Virtual Town Hall to address existential threat to the black community. 
I am the Director of the Center for Health Equity and Community 
Engagement Research. The Center was established by the Mayo Clinic 
with a:

Vision to: Realize the ideal of transforming communities for everyone to 
achieve the highest possible level of wellbeing and health. 
Mission to: Build on Mayo’s values to create innovative solutions that 
address health disparities throughout the life course and advance the 
ideal of health equity, locally and globally.
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This has hit the African American community very hard and many people listening have 
experienced it, have family member with COVID, know of someone else or at least know 
about it from TV.
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Reason: This is because of social factors and social injustice that has created the conditions 
for this:
Employment in high-risk occupations for COVID-19 infections such as transportation, utility 
and other service industries
Use of public transportation
Living conditions

Overcrowding
Homeless
Multiple generations in the same home (with older family members with health 
condition)
Caregivers

Need to survive – unemployed or in jobs in which taking time off is not option
Not having protective devices
Not having trusted source of information. 
Not having access to testing and containment measures
Barriers to health care and access to clinics and telehealth resources

Some community clinics just closed down
Access to the internet for medical care and information
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Office of minority health: https://minorityhealth.hhs.gov/
Because of social injustice, a higher percentage of blacks have conditions that increase the 
risk of dying from COVID-19 when infected:

Cancer, diabetes, high blood pressure, heart disease, kidney failure, asthma and 
other conditions are more common in black communities
Caregivers of people with those conditions may be more likely to get exposed 
because of their working conditions

Blacks are getting and dying from COVID-19 at a higher percentage than represented in the 
population. 

Among people for whom race is known, 30% of known cases are blacks
In New York State, the death rate in blacks in 4 times higher than that of whites
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Consequences:
The markedly higher, but preventable, fatality rates in black and other minority 
communities from COVID-19 are only the tip of an iceberg of inequities. 
Social injustice create conditions that increase acquisition and transmission of COVID-19. 
Systemic policies and conditions that have existed for decades recreate persistent social 
inequalities
COVID-19 unveiled effects of systemic policies and conditions that have existed for decades 
as manifestations of social determinants of health (SDH).  
Unmet social needs have unfortunately flourished in minority communities and will be 
exacerbated by the massive social, economic, and health fallout from COVID-19.
If nothing is done, COVID-19 the massive social, economic, and health fallout from COVID-
19 will worsen social inequalities.

40



41



Can this crisis serve as a turning point for effective policies and actions to improve the 
health of minority communities?
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